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MISCELLANY. 


From the Panoplist. 
MEMOIRS OF MISS ELIZA HARRIS. 

This amiable and excellent young woman died at Charlestown, 
Mass. on the first day of Aug. 1817, at the age of 3i. The rea- 
son why no earlier notice of her worth has been taken in our pas 
zes, is not the want of respect for her memory, nor of topics by 
which to illustrate her character. Few persons have been more 
tenderly beloved by their friends and acquaintance, or had their 
memory more affectionately cherished by survivors. In this case, 
as in many others, a want of time to do justice to the subject has 
oceasioned the delay, which has been prolonged by ill health, and 
other unavoidable circumstances. All that can be done at pre- 
sent, is to delineate’ several traits of character, which belonged to 
the deceased to an extraordinary degree. 

Miss Harris was educated in affluence, and accustomed to look 
forward with sanguine hopes to the enjoyments of this world; 
but, in the period of early youth, she experienced some painful 
proofs of the transient and deceitful nature of temporal objects. 
How great an effect these disappointments had, in turming her 
mind to spiritual things, is not known to the writer; but in the 
year 1811, or 1812, she was the subject of an entire change in her 
religious views and feelings; and, soon after this change, she 
made a public profession of her faith, and joined the Congrega- 
tional church in Charlestown, under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
Dr. Morse. 

As the system of doctrines which she embraced was thought by 
herself, and by others, to lie at the foundation of her whole re- 
ligious character, it may not be improper to say, that she was 
thoroughly orthodox. She believed in the entire depravity of 
man, the necessity of a change of heart, the reality of this change, 
the perfect sovereignty of God in effecting it, the sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, the divinity of Christ, the efficacy of 
lis atonement, and the unchangeable allotments of the righteous 
and the wicked. Her faith was not inoperative. Sheacted under 
the influence of the realities of the world tocome. Many pro- 
fessed Christians would hardly be supposed, if we look at their 
actions only, to be immortal beings. They profess to have souls 
—but scrutinize their conduct, and it seems to say, “ These peo- 
ple are children of a day ; their home is on earth; they pretend 
in vain to immortality.”’ Such was not the attestation, which the 
conduct of Miss Harris bore to the reality of her profession. Her 
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face was set toward heaven ; her progress was marked and ray), 
—and those who believe in any such thing as experimental po), 
gion, clearly recognized in her a pilgrim to the celestial city, 

Religion never makes any person gloomy. It often occasion. 
deep sorrow and heart-felt commiscration for the melancholy cop. 
dition of those, who are without hope and without God jy jh, 
world. It often gives the subject of it such a view of his own sips 
as to overwhelm him, for a season, with shame and fearfy| appre. 
hension. But its general influence is to produce a calm and 
equable state of the feelings, and to give free and delightful ¢,. 
ployment to all the higher faculties of the soul. Miss Harris had 
great natural vivacity, and was interesting in her manners apd 
conversation. These pleasing qualities were chastened and jp. 
creased by the silent but powerful influence of piety. 

Relying upon her own industry, she was employed for the fou 
or five last years of her life, in the instruction of children. In this 
good work she took delight, and was unwearied in her assiduitie; 
to secure the improvement of her pupils. She prayed with then 
regularly ; and often gave them solemn admonitions, and faithiul 
exhortations. She was strongly attached to them ; and, whea 
she thought of leaving the school, a short time before her death, 
manifested her tender concern for them by writing them a leiter, 
filled with such reasons and motives as she hoped might make a 
lasting impression on their minds. 

Having dedicated herself to her Saviour, her great aim was to 
glorifyshim by doing good. In this noble pursuit, her personal 
activity was surprising. In visiting the sick, in relieving the 
wants of the poor, in prompting the charities of others, in making 
a cheerful offering of the avails of her own labour, she was a dis- 
tinguished example. These things kept her busily employed, 
during the time which was not absorbed by her school. She was 
always active and industrious to the utmost of her strength. 

To ascertain her duty, sheaddicted herself to the perusal of the 
Bible, and to prayer. When she had onge ascertained it, her 
adherence to it was firm, resolute and persevering. Opposition 
made not the slightest impression on her mind, unless it were sup- 
ported by reason and founded on Scripture. She had learned 
thoroughly to disregard the opinions of the world, as a rule 0! 
truth or duty. Faithful in holding fast her principles, she "> 
bold and determined in avowing them. So uniform was her che- 
racter in this respect, and so consistent was her conduc! with her 
declared sentiments, that it may well be doubted whether a si: 
gle person, who knew her, ever questioned the sincerity ol her 
profession, or the purity of her motives. 

Not only the public worship of God on the Sabbath, but «ll 
other occasions of social prayer and religious improvement, wer 
precious to her soul. The small conference, the secluded chur! 
meeting, and the public assembly of churches united for spect’ 
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raver, shared alike her animated and joyful attendance ; but 
‘here was no religious privilege which she valued more highly, 
‘yan the monthly concert of prayer for missionaries and for the 
-eneral spread of religion. These privileges she continued to 
soy till just before her death ; and may be said not to have been 
-emoved from lively communion with the children of God on earth, 
ll she was summoned almost immediately to join the spirits of 
the just made perfect. 

To her religious friends she was strongly and inseparably at- 
tached ; particularly to her beloved associate in the same school, 
ond to her pastor, whom she regarded as her spiritual father. All 
‘ye brethren and sisters of the church were dear to her ; but es- 
pecially those, who, in her judgment, most clearly evinced their 
riendship to Christ. With these she delighted to converse, and 
‘o hold familiar Christian intercourse ; an intercourse, which she 
hoped would be interrupted for a short season only, and then re- 
newed in the mansions of immortality. 

Her humility was remarkable. Though her life was a bright 
lisplay of genuine and distinguished virtue, she not only disclaim- 
ed all merit in her works, as a ground of justification, but appear- 
ed to rank herself among the least of the followers of Christ. No 
fondness for human applause, no desire of self-exaltation, was seen 
todeform the symmetry of her character. If good were done and 
God were glorified, she was willing to be forgotten. 

It seems implied in what has already been said, that she was 
not deficient in the grand Christian attainment, self denial. To 
-upply the wants of the poor she had denied herself even neces- 
caries ; to provide against their future wants, and to patronize 
schemes of industrious charity, she had laboured sedulously with 
er needle ; and to aid in conveying the Gospel to the destitute, 
n our own country and abroad, she gave a large portion of her 
earnings. She gave to all charitable objects within her reach ; 
and, according to her means, her offerings were extremely liberal, 
She belonged to four or five charitable societies, and has been 
known to give, from her slender income, four or five dollars at a 
‘ime. Besides her donations in money, it is to be recollected, 
‘hat she gave much time in carrying her benevolent plans into ef- 
‘ect, and in stimulating the charities of others. She was diligent 
in obtaining missionary intelligence, and a steady subscriber to a 
religious publication ; not only because she took pleasure in con- 
templating the religious exertions of the present day, but because 
‘he was aware that knowledge is necessary to all enlarged and 
intelligent activity in the Redeemer’s cause. O how different was 
she in all these respects, from too many professors of religion, 
who have wealth, leisure, and influence, but no heart to engage 
in these enterprises ef love ; who are ignorant of nearly all that is 
soing on, in the religious world, and who are unwilling to have 
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their ignorance removed, lest their consciences should distyy) 
their inJolence and selfishness. It may be safely affirmed, ;\,, 
if all professors of religion would exercise one half the self-denia) 
which was habitually practised by this retired female, the wopid 
would soon change its aspect. The work of a century would }) 
achieved in a few years. Further, if we lay the rich entirely o, 
of consideration, and if Christians in common circumstances, piai | 
farmers, laborious mechanics, and thriving shop-keepers, wo» 
to practice the same self-denial, these glorious results would | 
witnessed. 

It must be evident, taking into view the circumstances which 
have been described, that Miss Harris must have lived in habj;; 
of rigideconomy. Perfectly plain and simple, and perfectly neat, 
in her dress, she sought the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit, 
Pleas were not wanting, had she been disposed to listen to them, 
in favour of many gratifications, which the world would have jusii- 
fied and applauded, even had she been obliged, in consequence, 
to leave all her works of charity untouched. But what is now her 
judgment in the matter? Does her perfect spirit now repent of 
any sacrifices which she made for Christ? Does she now look 
back with regret on the decorations of her person, which she yo- 
luntarily relinquished ? Or does she not more than ever count all 
such things mere dust and dross ? 

in the domestic relations of life, she was distinguished for use- 
fulness and all the amiable affeetions. But in nothing was her 
tender concern for her relatives more manifest than in the pains 
which she took to give them admonitions on the subject of religion. 
This she did with great plainness and force, and followed up her 
exhortations with anxious prayer. 

Her death-bed was a scene of Christian triumph. By unre- 
mitted attention to the sick children of a brother, who were taken 
with an epidemic when their parents were absent, and two of whom 
died in her arms, she was so much fatigued and exhausted, that, 
when seized with the same disorder, she had not the slightest ex- 
pectation of recovery. Her slender constitution speedily sunk 
under the power of disease. Enjoying the full possession of he 
reason, she conversed of death with the utmost tranquillity and joy. 
It did not appear, that a single cloud passed over her mind; ot 
that she had the least desire to live. She continued her exhorta- 
tions and admonitions to the last ; joined in prayer with great fer- 
vency and devotion ; bore severe pain without murmuring, or even 
making unnecessary mention of it; and, after a most affecting 10- 
terview with her pastor, relatives, and friends, quietly breathed 
out her spirit, and fell asleep in Jesus. 

Happy they, who witnessed so glorious a display of Christian 
principles ; but happier still, if they partake of the same spit! 
and follow her in all things, in which she followed Christ. 


ny 
‘ 
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Duty and necessity of sending the Gospel to the Heathen. 

When our Saviour left the earth, he lefta task behind him to 
nis disciples—* Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations.” A 
creat part of the task has devolved upon us ; for it is not yet ac- 
complished : there are nations who never heard of the name of 
Jesus; and the cause of sending light and Chrisuanity is left an 
orphan upon the world. There are thousands, even in this pro- 
jessing country, who would spurn at the orphan, and pour upon 
the cruelty of theirderision: But there are others who feel an 
emphasis in the last words of their Saviour, and have taken into 
their protection the cause which he has bequeathed to us. On 
‘he benevolence of a Christian public, the maintenance of that 
cause is devolved: it is their part to carry it through, and not 
leave it to perish amongst the garbled and unfinished operations 
of a cold and timid and hesitating selfishness. The propagation 
of the Gospel is the task which your Saviour has consigned to 
vou. It is a cause, the maintenance of which consists of various 
particulars ; but I confine myself to two,—you must put the mighty 
instruments of my text into operation; and you must keep them 
a-going till your object be accomplished. That object is the 
salvation of the heathen. But there is only one name given un- 
der heaven whereby men can be saved: there is only one way 
in which salvation can be brought about; and it is this,—‘ The 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation unto every one that 
believeth.” Get them to believe then; get them to have faith. 
My text tells you the way: “ Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God.’? Send Bibles among them: but there 
are many countries, where, without missionaries, a Bible isa seal- 
ed book, anda packet of Bibles a mere spectacle for savages to 
stare at. Without a human agent in the business, you keep back 
one of the instruments entirely,—you keep back the hearing of 
the word; and what is more, without a human agent, you leave 
the other instrument unfinished,—you may give the Bible, but you 
keep back the capacity of reading it. Both must be done ; and 
if vou withhold human agents, you starve and you stifle the 
cause which it is your duty to support and to stand by through all 
its necessities. 

The Christian faith ‘ asserts a principle which it wants to put 
‘nto operation, to apply to all minds, to carry round the globe, 
and to visit with its influence all the accessible dominions of the 
moral world. Mighty anticipations! it promises to rectify all 
disorder, to extirpate all vice, to dry up the source of all those 
sins, and sufferings, and serrows which have spread such dismat 
and unseemly ravages over the face of society, to turn every soul 
from satan unto God; or, in other words, to annihilate that dis- 
turbing force which has jarred the harmony of the moral world, 


and make all its parts tend obediently to the Deity, as its centre 
and its origin. 


* 
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But how can this principle be put into operation? How sh,)) 
it be brought into contact with a soul at the distance of a thousand 
miles from the place in which we are now standing? I know po 
other conceivable way than sending a messenger in possession oj 
the principle himself, and able to convey it into the mind of ap. 
other by his powers of communication. The precept of “ G, 
and preach the Gospel unto every creature,” would obtain , 
very partial obedience indeed, if there was no actual moving of 
the preacher from one place or neighbourhood to another. Were 
he to stand still, he might preach to some creatures, he might 
get a smaller or a larger number to assemble around him, and jt 
is to be hoped that from the stationary pulpits of a Christian 
country the preaching of the word has been made to bear with ef. 
ficacy on the souls of multitudes. But in reference to the vast 
majority of the world, that may still be said which was said by 
an apostle in the infant state of our religion, ‘ How shall they 
hear without a preacher, and how shall they preach except they 
be sent ?” 

Influence of the Gospelin promoting Civilization. 

But to bring my list of examples to a close, the most remark. 
able of them all may be collected from the history of the present 
attempts which are now making to carry the knowledge of divine 
revelation into the Pagan and uncivilized countries of the world. 
Now, it may be my ignorance, but I am certainly not aware of 
the fact, that without a book of religious faith—without religion, 
in fact, being the errand and occasion, we have never been able 
in modern times so far to compel the attention and to subdue the 
habits of savages, as to throw in among them the use and the pos- 
session of a written language. Certain it is, however, at all 
events, that this very greatest step in the process of converting 
a wild man of the woods into a humanized member of society, has 
been accomplished by Christian missionaries. They have put 
into the hands of barbarians this mighty instrument of a written 
language, and they have taught them how to use it. They have 
formed an orthography for wandering and untutored savages. 
They have given a shape and a name to their barbarous articula- 
tions; and the children of men, who lived on the"prey of the 
wilderness, are now forming in village schools to the arts and the 
decencies of cultivated life. Now, I am not involving you in the 
controversy, whether civilization should precede Christianity, oF 
Christianity should precede civilization. It is not what has been 
said on the subject, but to what has been done, that we are point 
ing your attention. We appeal to the fact; and as an illustration 
of the principle we have been attempting to lay before you, we 
call upon you to mark the feelings, and the countenance, and the 
language, of the inere academic moralist, when you put into his 
hand the authentic and proper document where the fact is record- 
ed—we mean a Missionary Report, or a Missionary Magazine 
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We know that there are men who have so much of the firm nerve 
and hardihood of philosophy about them, as not to be repelled 
from truth in whatever shape, or from whatever quarter, it comes 
‘o them. But there are others of a humbler cast, who have trans- 
ferred their homage from the omnipotence of truth, to the omni- 
potence of a name, who, because missionaries, while they are ac- 
complishing the civilization, are labouring also for the eternity of 
savages, have lifted the cry of fanaticism against them—who, be- 
cause missionaries revere the word of God, and utter themselves 
inthe language of the New Testament. nauseate every word that 
comes from them as over-run with the flavour and phraseology of 
methodism—who are determined, in short, to abominate all that 
is missionary, and suffer the very sound of the epithet to fill their 
minds with an overwhelming association of repugnance, and pre- 
judice, and disgust. 

We would not have counted this so remarkable an example, 
had it not been that missionaries are accomplishing the very ob- 
iect on which the advocates for civilization love to expatiate. 
‘They are working for the temporal good far more effectually than 
any adventurer in the cause ever did before ; but mark the want 
of congeniality between the benevolence of this world, and the 
benevolence of the Christian ; they incur contempt, because they 
are working for the spiritual and eternal good also. Nor do the 
earthly blessings which they scatter so abundantly in their way, 
redeem from scorn the purer and the nobler principle which in- 
spires them. 

Exalted benevolence ef Missionaries, and the actual effects of their 
labours. 

I have yet to learn what that is which should make the same 
teaching, and the same Bible applicable to one part of the species, 
and not applicable to another. 1 am not aware of a single princi- 
ple in the philosophy of man which points to such a distinction ; 
nor do | know a single category in the science of human nature, 
Which can assist me in drawing the landmark between those to 
whom Christianity may be given, and those who are unworthy or 
unfit for the participation of its blessings. I have been among 
illiterate peasantry, and | have marked how apt they were in their 
narrow field of observation, to cherish a kind ef malignant con- 
tempt for the men of another shire, or another country. I have 
heard of barbarians, and their insolent disdain for foreigners. — I 
have read of Jews, and of their unsocial and excluding preju- 
dices. But I always looked upon these as the jealousies of ig- 
norance, which science and observation had the effect of doing 
away, and that the accomplished traveller, liberalized by frequent 
intercourse with the men of other countries, saw through all the 
vanity of all these prejudices, and disowned them. What the 
man of liberal philosophy is in sentiment, the missionary is in 
practice. He sees in every man a partaker of his own nature, 
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and a brother of his own species. He contemplates the buma: 
mind in the generality of its great elements. He enters upon the 
wide field of benevolence, and disdains those geographies! bay. 
riers, by which little men would shut out one halt of the species 
trom the kind offices of the other. His business is with map. and 
let his localities be what they may, enough for his large and noble 
heart, that he is bone of the same bone. To get at him, he wii 
shun no danger, he will shrink from no privation, he will spare 
himself no fatigue, he will brave every element of heaven, he wil! 
hazard .the extremities of every clime, he will cross seas, ay 
work his persevering way through the briers and thickets of the 
wilderness. In perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
the heathen, in weariness and painfulness, he seeks after him, 
The cast and the colour are nothing to the comprehensive eye o 
a missionary. His is the broad principle of good-will to the chil. 
dren of men. His doings are with the species, and overlooking 
all the accidents of climate, or of country, enough for him, if the 
individual he is in quest of be a man—a brother of the same na. 
ture—with a body which a few years will bring to the grave, and 
a spirit that returns to the God who gave it. Cracnens. 











FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Further extracts from the nineteenth Annual Report. 
WESTERN AFRICA. 


For an account of the establishment of Missions in this quarter, in the 
labour of which, this Society takes a large share, we refer the reader 
to p. 39-42. On the loss of lives sustained by the Mission, we quo 
the following impressive remarksof an active and zealous friend of the 
Society :-— 

If your committee (he writes) are agitating plans for the supply 
of Africa, let them know that our Society pLepees itself to cov- 
tribute more than it did last year. Let us not be discouraged— 
‘‘Sanguis Martyrum, semen Ecclesiz ;’? and, by /iberal thing: 
we shall stand. Perhaps the Almighty requires the propitiation 
of his justice, before he will confer upon us the privilege of be- 
ing the heralds of his mercy. But even this is our duty, though 
painful and discouraging : and let the society, instead of standing 
aloof, HASTEN to pay the debt. Let it rejoice that it is permite 
to make an atonement for our country, and to stand between the 
living and the dead. David was not permitted to build the Ten- 
ple, because he was a man of blood ; but the honour was reserv- 
ed for Solomon. Perhaps the generation actually engaged in tie 
Slave Trade, may not be permitted to effect much: they mY 
collect the materials, and form the plans ; but it may be reserved 
for their children, to see the spiritual edifice arise in all its bea 
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. and perfection. Let the aged Members, however, of the So- | 
‘ety remember that it was good that it was in their hearts. | 
We ought not to be discouraged by our losses in Africa; since, Fe 
-ey on the principle of jusuce, we should be very liberal to that : 
-ountry. For what has influenced the public mind so much as the 
‘nteresting accounts Communicated respecting that country? I 
semly believe that three-fourths of the zeal for missions now evi- A 
Jent among us was first excited by the state of Africa. Go and 
‘ll of rains, of fevers, of graves, of deaths, of missionaries 
lead, of missionaries dying, of missionaries fainting ander the 
arden and heat of the day—tell of the good already done, and 
‘hat others are panting to enter into this very field—these things 
will produce even more beneficial effects than ever they have yet 
roduced: they will produce sufficient funds for the support, not 
only of the African mission, but of the wHote. Such a labourer 
as this is surely worthy of his hire: an advocate so touching, so a 
eloquent, so successtul, should be well repaid. In fine, notwith- 
standing the society’s expenditure upon Africa, Africa is an ad- 
vantage to the society—a creditor, and not a debtor. 
Inreference to the improvements which were carrying on in the country 
parishes of the colony of Sierra Leones, it is said 
They have been achieved by the labour of liberated negroes 
alone, under the direction of their respective ministers and su- 
perintendents. The royal munificence and the national liberality 
have pursued, with great cost and perseverance, the generous ob- 
ect of the deliverance and civilization of the once-devoted vic- J 
‘ims of barbarism and bondage ; and we can anticipate, with de- ; 
light, the sublime gratification which the friends and supporters 4 
of this great cause will derive from seeing, so soon, such excel- 
lent practical confirmations of their hopes and reasonings—such 
benign fruits of their zeal and exertions. We trust, that, as Pro- 
vidence has blessed most of the illustrious leaders of that great 
cause with length of days te behold this heavenly harvest of their 
toil and devotion, they all—and if we might name any one in par- 
ticular, Mr. Wilberforce especially—may be long preserved to 
enjoy the permanent and constantly increasing glory, which must 
result from so ample and solid a commencement of social and re- 
ligious good as these liberated negroes exhibit in the bosom of 
_ Alrica—in the favoured seat of that vast engine of African de- 
' gradation and desolation, the Slave Trade. 

The committee enter into these details respecting the state and 
progress of the colony of Sierra Leone, because that remunera- 
tion which this country owes to Western Africa for its wrongs, 
and in the payment of which the society is labouring to take a 
share, is most intimately dependent on the growth and the moral 
energy of this colony. ‘ 

The number of persons educated in the Colonial Schools on the national 
system, inthe colony of Sierra Leone, according to the returns made Jan, 
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1819, was 2,104—and the number of marriages, solemuized according jy 
the rites of the United Church, was 321, which, together with the numbe, 
published from the year 1814, to the end of January 1817, makes a to) 
of 919. >* 

The following particulars of a Negro Missionary meeting wi) 
afford just delight to our readers :— 

The first anniversary was held on the 7th of December. fe. 
side Mr. Collier and various missionaries, the meeting was a). 
tended by a great number of the inhabitants of Regent’s and 
Gloucester towns. 

Some remarks of several of the natives will manifest the bless. 
ed influence of that Gospel on themselves which they are anxiou, 
to send to others. 

The whole of the proceedings on this occasion were high|, 
interesting. 'The addresses of the Europeans were well suite! 
to inform and encourage the people. ‘The committee will quoy 
some of the remarks made by natives, which cannot be heard 
without thankfulness. 

Mr. Macaulay Wilson, whois son of the old Bullom King, and 
will probably succeed his father, now acts in a medical capaci: 
ty. On being appointed treasurer of the association, he ex- 
pressed his willingness to take on himself the office, as he had 
Limeelf been greatly blessed by means of the labours of mis. 
sionaries. He had, indeed, been favoured, from the early ag 
of six years, with the means of grace ; having been brought by 
Mr. Macaulay, then governor of the colony, from the Bullon 
shore, and in his house accustomed to daily prayer ; yet both then, 
and during his subsequent visit to England (from whence he was 
driven by sickness, before he had completed his education,) he 
remained quite ignorant of the nature and meaning of prayer. 
After his return he was offered a situation in the Slave Trade, 
which he was prevented from engaging in, by the principles which 
he had learned from the friends who had taken him to England. 
He at this time attended the instruction of the Wesleyan mission- 
aries at Freetown, which was of much benefit to him; but aiter- 
ward became a backslider, and lived in the practice of sin, til 
the arrival of Mr. Johnson, who preached a sermon which prick- 
ed him to the heart, and he had been mercifully led to the Saviour 
of sinners. He then contrasted the blessings of liberty and edu- 
cation which are enjoyed at Regent’s Town, with the slavery, 
ignorance, and abounding wickedness of his native shore ; and 
expressed his confidence of the success of the meeting ; as wher" 
the heart is open, the purse is sure to be opened likewise. 

Mr. Wilson was followed by one of the liberated negroes :— 

‘“*T recollect,” he said, “ how we went on at first coming in sit 
and wickedness, and did not know what was told us. But the 
Lord sent his missionary, who brought us to pray ; which was 
for our good. When we were sold, we thought we should die; 
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nt God had mercy upon us. If we have two, three, or four 
coppers, we must give them. Suppose a man be blind, and go 
\k in the fire, we must stop him. Our country-people are the 
-ame—they are ignorant, and know not God: so we must pray 
‘them; and for the society, that they may send missionaries to 

ch them the right way. If we had been left in our own coun- 
‘ry, we should have been ignorant still ; and we did not come by 
our own strength, but by the will of God, for God led us.” 

\,other liberated negro thus followed his countryman :— 

| stand notin my own strength, but come to serve the living 
God. When man or woman first converted, they think they find 
no more trouble. I have trouble—but Jesus is the same, yester- 
Jy, and to-day, and for ever! Qur country-people are in dark- 
ness, but Jesus knows the worst, and is able to save the worst: 
so all must pay coppers for missionary. No man can do good 
by hisown strength: and, suppose we give coppers, it is no 
ereat thing : it is Jesus who must send missionary to preach.” 

A third native, of the same class, added :— 

“ | have great reason to thank the Lord Jesus Christ for his 
‘oodness and mercy, when [ think of what sin and misery I was 
ine My father die—my mother die—and I had nobody to take 
care of me. ‘Then they sell me ; but it pleased God to bring me 
here. At ‘rst IT was sick, and like to die ; but God had mercy on 
me, and I thank him for his long-suffering. ‘Then I used to beat 
the drum, and talk bad, when the moon shone; aad do all man- 
ner of evil, and did not khow what was preached. Afterwards, 
{hear that Jesus Christ came to die for sinners—I feel it; and it 
pleases God to enable me to hear itnow. But they say a big 
hole is God, and worship it:—though we cannot save their souls 
‘rom hell, yet we can give coppers to send missionaries, as there 
‘sno way to be saved but by Jesus Christ ; for except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Stand not still, 
ind say, * We can do nothing :’ but try to pray and send mis- 
sionary. Suppose you go to jail, you soon come out again; but 
if you go to hell, you never come out.” 

The address of a fourth liberated native cannot be read with- 
out surprise at its strength and cogency :— 

‘* Ithank God for what he has done forme! When I was sold, 
at first 1 thought they would eat me; but I knew not that Jesus 
Christ had put me in the good way, as he says, / will lead the 
ilind by a way that they know not, and by paths which they have 
notknown. We ought all to consider how few live here now, that 
came in the same ship with us—hardly half. They are dead ; 
and what place are they gone to? When I first came, I knew 
nothing, and laughed at prayer; and should have been in hell, 
it God had not spared me, and opened my eyes. 

“Some people say, ‘ How do you know that any body go to 
hell? Did ever any one die and come back ?”? We must not trust 
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to that. We do not see every thing. We do not see God. j,, 
we see the sunand moon, the trees and all the other things, p; 
ever any person see a mountain ora stone make these thins; 
—then we know that God made them. . 

“ Some say, ‘ Suppose me go to hell, me soon die there—}, 
fire soon kill me: then me no feel.’ But God says you no die ; 
hell. Suppose you put stone in the fire, he can’t be burnt! No— 
fire can’t burn him—he always live there! God says the wick, 
have hearts of stone, and fire will no melt them. 

‘* We must believe that Jesus shed his blood for sinners. », 
pray for our country-people. If we cannot speak English, yy» 
must pray in our country tongue. Jesus can hear, for he knoy 
our thoughts. Suppose we work not for the king, and haye }y: 
little money, we must give little. When we go to Freetown, sy). 

ose we have a few coppers, we want not more—we no way 
se and plenty things there, because we no live there: so y 
are strangers in the world, and should trust in the Lord, and |» 
easy with little, that we may spare some for send missionary : 
our country-people.—Suppose we don’t believe, we must give » 
account of every word we hear, and then we shall have nothin: 
to say; but if we belong to Jesus, he waits to take us to heave: 
where there is no sickness, nor sorrow, but we shall sing the son: 
of Moses and the Lamb.”’ 

A collection was made, which amounted to 5/. 10s. 8d. 

Our readers have been apprised of Mr. Jowett’s intention | 
visit Egypt and Palestine, in order to investigate the state of thos: 
countries, with a view to the formation of missionary establis! 
ments and the circulation of the Scriptures. 

On the 10th of December last, Mr. Jowett left Malta for Alex 
andria, and reached that city on the 19th. 

He paid an early visit tothe convents of the Copts, the Latins, 
and the Greeks; and has sent home much information respecting 
Alexandria, Egypt in general, and the plans of the Bashaw. 
During his stay at the Consulate, Mr. Jowett preached there ou 
Sundays, to such Christians as wished to assemble for Diviue 
worship. 

From Alexandria he proceeded to Cairo. It was an object 0! 
the first importance with him to have an interview with Mr. Salt, 
the British consul-general for Egypt ; and to obtain his assistance 
and countenance in the prosecution of the objects of his voyage. 
Mr. Salt being at this time in Nubia, Mr. Jowett determined to 

roceed up the Nile in order to obtain a conference with him. 

ith great reluctance he gave up the hope of being present 3! 
the approaching Passover at Jerusalem; but his disappointmen' 
therein has been amply compensated, by the opening of unex- 
pected opportunities of prosecuting the society’s plans in behat 

of the almost expiring church of Abyssinia. 














gicat probable influence on the Abyssinian priests, the prepara- 
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\While the publication of the Scriptures in Ethiopia will be of 


‘on and circulation of them in the vernacular tongue of the coun- 
yy must be regarded as the main instrument of enlightening the 
hody of the people. It appears, from Mr. Jowett’s communica- 
ions, that there are two distinct dialects of the vernacular tongue 

the Amharic. and the Tigre. M. Asselin, French consul in 
Lgypt, procured some years since, by the help of an Abyssi- 
jan, the translation of some portion of the Old Testament into 
he vernacular tongue. There is now reason to hope that the 
cork will be prosecuted under advantageous circumstances, as 
may be gathered from the following extracts of Mr. Jowett’s com- 
munications. 

Cairo, Feb. 4, 1819. 

“ The subject of Abyssinian translation shall not drop. If 
God spare my life, in two or three months I shall be returned 
rom Mr. Salt. Nothing can be done, tll 1 have fully consulted 
vithhim. Rest assured, now I am on the spot, I will spare no 
pains to press the business home. 

* My chief expectations, in the execution of this work, are 
‘rom Pearce. He is an extraordinary character. Aftera variety 
of wanderings, in which he visited Russia, China, and other 
vountries—once a Musselman in Arabia, and then fourteen years 
a Christian and a warrior in Abyssinia—now hardly escaped, and 
lodged in the British Consulate! His genius is very great—his 
education sufficient fer an educated man to workupon. He can- 
not bearto be idle. He is thirty-nine years of age. Had he the 
bodily constitution of his youth, he would break out afresh per- 
haps, and run through the same marvellously eventful life. But 
God has broken him down—in mercy, I think, not in wrath; in 
mercy, more especially, to the Abyssinians, whom he has it in his 
power, and in his disposition, exceedingly to benefit, by turning 
his talents to the translation of the Scriptures. He can speak 
and write both Amharic and Tigré. 

“ He will accompany us on our voyage up the Nile. I hope, 
during the voyage, to procure the translation of one Gospel into 
the spoken language of Amhara and Tigre. He has brought me 
a few verses of the Gospel of St. Mark, pencilled in the Tigré 
‘anguage. Itis very fair: as good, perhaps, as Canolo’s first be- 
ginnings. Many wordsare Arabic.” 

A few days afterward, Mr. Jowett writes :— 

Yesterday Pearce began translating St. Mark into Tigre, 
and did thirty-two verses. I have analyzed a part, and find the 
language to be very Arabic. He works well and cheerfully.” 

Mr. Fuller accompanied Mr. Jowett in his voyage up the Nile. 
About two months were occupied in the voyage: Mr. Jowett re- 
wrned to Cairo in the early part of April. 
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Having reached the island of Philoé, near the first catarac). |, 
met Mr. Salt there, who entered with great readiness into his vie i 
respecting Mr. Pearce. On this subject Mr. Jowett writes, undo 
date of March 19th, from Esne, on his return down the Nile ar 

“ Mr. Salt—I am truly thankful to God for it—is favourable j, 
my proposals. This circumstance will, as I supposed, quite 
change the line of my travels, or rather cut it short. I have takey 
up Ethiopic in good earnest, and have the necessary books wit) 
me. By July or August, I hope to prepare one or two of the 
Gospels. 1 shallthen return to Malta.” 

From Mr. Jowett’s communications from Egypt, we shall sy). 
join one or two more extracts :— 

** The Coptic Patriarch has given me a letter of recommenda. 
tion to all the churches and convents in Upper Egypt, as far as | 
may have occasion to travel. By the time of my return he wil 
have prepared four volumes, in manuscript; each of which is 
contain one Gospel in Coptic, and the Arabic in a parallel co. 
lumn ; that is, the four Gospels in all. Each volume will be » 
tolerably-sized quarto, and will cost thirty piastres ; equal to fi 
teen shillings sterling. The whole will be, therefore, 3/, 
have also directed copies to be made in Arabic alone. _ 

“ T have received 400 piastres, at once, for twenty Arabic B 
bles. It is the lay head of the Coptic Church who buys thes: 
Bibles so plentifully. He would take any quantity. | told hin: 
I could spare him no more, as I meant to distribute the rest righ 
and left up the Nile. He begged at least five more; which | 
agreed to. 1. take about two dollars each for them. Money is 
scarce, and labour and provisions plentiful in this country. Talk. 
ing with him, one evening, our conversation fell on the marriage 
of priests, in which their church agrees with ours. As I happen- 
ed to have a long letter from Mrs. Jowett in my pocket, | drew 
it out: they were perfectly astonished to see a priest’s wife so 
learned! He told me that there were 20,000 Cepts in Egypt. Iu 
Cairo, about 1500.” 

A seasonable supply of Arabic Bibles had been received a! 
Alexandria. When Mr. Jowett was there, the Consul opened 
two cases, which were in his store, addressed to Mr. Salt. There 
were about 100 copies, which were forwarded, as appeared from 
a letter of the Rev. Anthony Hamilton, dated London, April 22, 

1817, by the society for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign 
parts. 

The Bashaw has sent to the continent, by way of Alexandria, 
eighteen or twenty Copts from Rosetta, for the benefit of Kure- 
pean education. 

On Mr. Jowett’s arrival off Old Cairo, from his voyage up the 
Nile, he heard that the plague had reached Cairo; and wrote, 
therefore, to Mr. Salt, who had arrived at the Consulate in Cairo, 
to ask his advice how to proceed. Mr. Salt immediately seat his 
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horse and Janissary, in order to convey him to the Consulate. 
he Bashaw, aware of the fatal effects of the usual negligence of 
‘he natives with respect to the plague, and of the security gener- 
ally attending the precautions of the Europeans, has established 
suarantine; but the Arabs regard this salutary order as an inno- 
vation. 

Afier visiting the convents at Alexandria, Mr. Jowett writes :— 

« | have now paid my first visit to the three principal Christian 
establishments—The Coptic, the Latin, and the Greek. They 
are built within five minutes’ walk of one another, on a large 
open space, without the inner and within the outer walls, which 
was the site of the old city. Here, as you ride over ihe unequal 
and dusty ground, you see multitudes of Bedouin Arabs, clad in 
nothing more than a coarse long shirt, and generally a large wrap- 
per about their bodies, digging among the subterraneous ruins, 
\o procure the large sjuare stones found among them, which the 
Bashaw uses in building. Their employment is a fitemblem ot 
mines Among the ruins of the Christian churches, | am explor- 
‘ag and looking for some valuable remains, by the help of which 
the church of our Redeemer may be built again.” 

Mr. Jowett bears strong testimony to the avidity with which the 
Scriptures were received by the natives 1a various parts of Egypt 
which he visited. 

LIVERPOOL AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


—_—— 


izxtracts from the eighth annual Report. 
Presented 21st April, 1819. 


Lhe union of the ** New-York Bible Society,” and the “ Auxiliary New- 
York Bible Society,” which has recently taken place, affords an ap- 
propriate opportunity of presenting to our readers in the city, the fol- 
lowing extracts from two highly interesting Reports. We hope the no- 
ole example, set by the Ladies of Liverpool in their labours for the Bi- 
ble cause, will be followed, not only in this city, but in other parts of 
our extensive country, where the oracles of truth are needed. 


When Jacob, during his eventful pilgrimage from Beersheba to 
Padan-Aram, saw the mysterious vision in Bethel, and received 
the promise of divine presence and protection, he took the stone 
on W hich his head had rested, and set it up asa memorial of his 
mercies, as an acknowledgment of the Providence by which he 
liad been preserved, as a reference of his future life to the guid- 
ance of heaven, and as an engagement to increasing diligence in 
the path of duty. When Israel had experienced the divine as- 
sistance in so signal a manner between Mizpeh and Shen, Samuel 
erected a similar pillar, and called it the Stone of Help, in grate- 
ful commemoration of the success with which the prayers and ef- 
‘orts of the people had been attended: The anniversaries of re- 
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ligious societies may be compared with these monumental recop?. 
they invite us to look back upon past labour, or past omissio, 
upon the warmth of zeal, or the torpor of indifference ; upon th 
difficulties that have been removed, or the trials that have bee, 
sustained ; upon former success or failure; and thus to ascertais 
the grounds of future hope or discouragement. They serve , 
suggest the humiliating consideration, that the effort made ha. 
been so litthe commensurate with the object proposed ; to pro. 
mote increasing dependance upon that blessing, which is the hes, 
encouragement to every act of Christian mercy, and the best im. 
pulse of Christian duty; they tend to excite increasing simplicity 
of motive, and increasing industry of exertion ; they awaken als, 
an interest in the state and condition of man throughout the world. 
they enlarge the mind, by discovering to it new habits of society, 
unknown developements of evil, and unexpected forms of mi. 
sery ; they arouse gratitude for mercies never well understood 
before, and a corresponding desire for their extension : in short, 
they serve to occupy the mind with an adequate object, and give 
it a holy direction. : ; 

If preeminence in zeal, labour, and success, demand priority 
of notice and acknowledgment, it would be unjust to make any 
more early or more grateful expression of obligation, than that 
which is due to the Ladies’ Branch of the Liverpool Auxiliary 
Bible Society. The sphere of their exertion, indeed, has been 
necessarily limited; but their activity has walked no narrow 
round, and their benevolence has cultivated its field of duty with 
no common diligence. Their visits of mercy have been extended 
over almost every part of the town and neighbourhood; and 
whatsoever their hand hath found to do, they have done it with 
their might. Much was, with good reason, expected from their 
kindness, their devotedness, and their perseverance. Simple 
truth and justice cannot adopt colder language, than that in which 

our committee gratefully declare, that they have realized every 
oge: and fulfilled every anticipation. Their own Report of pro- 
ceedings, which will be read to the meeting, will, doubtless, be 
received with equal surprise and gratification. They have sown 
plenteously ; they have watered unsparingly ; they have waited 
patiently ; and he who alone giveth the increase has enabled them 
to reap abundantly. 

One striking result of their labours, however, should not be 
passed over in silence and forgetfulness. They have not only 
supplied the desire which the poor might have felt to possess the 
sacred volume, but also, in very many instances, have created tt, 
where it was never felt before. Perhaps this may be esteemed 
an artificial result of their labour, tending to diminish the value 
of the Bible, in the estimation of the ignorant and indigent, by 
pressing it too eagerly upon their notice. It would be easy " 
meet the objection upon its own ground, were this the time for? 
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ument. It may suffice, however, to say, that, if every individual 
wndiferent to the sacred volume were to be neglected ; if, after the 
question were once asked, and the offer once slighted, the visiter 
should pass by on the other side, the success would have been 
reatly deficient ; the primary object of the institution very im- 
nepfectly attained; and numbers, now blessed with the lively 
Oracles of God, must have remained dark and destitute, amidst 
all the light and knowledge so industriously diffused around them. 

If the poor and the uninstructed are expected to desire the 
blessings of religion, its importance must be taught them precept 
upon preceptand line upon line: the thirst must be excited, and 
then the well of living water must be offered to their lips. 

To supply the wants, promote the happiness, and increase the 
uscfuluess of the poor; especially to make them, as much as pos- 
sible, the architects of their own comforts, ought to be the leading 
features of every enlightened system of political economy, as 
wellas of every plan of true benevolence. The Ladies’ Society 
has the praise of having made one pleasing addition to the many 
experiments for the attainmpnt of this important end. It was 
hinted, in the last-Report, that the various female associations, by 
encouraging the poor to provide themselves with the Bible, by 
small weekly contributions, would induce a spirit of frugality ca- 
pable of being directed to the most salutary purposes, and of 
producing the happiest effects. Your committee rejoice to learn, 
that this hypothetical reasoning has been realized here, as else- 
where, by the direct and convincing testimony of fact and experi- 
ment. 

The total income of the society for the past year, including 
a balance of £104 2s. 3d. in hand at its commencement, is 
£3864 13s. Gd. The importance of the Ladies’ Branch wiil be 
apparent, in the sum of £2302 4s. 10d. contributed by them to- 
wards this amount, the greatest part cf which has been raised by 
small weekly contributions. Of this whole amount, £179 5s. 6d. 
has been locally expended ; £2367 6s. 8d. has been remitted for 
‘he purchase of Bibles; and £1318 1s. 4d. for the general pur- 
poses of the Parent Society. The total sum contributed by the 
Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Society, since its formation in the 
vear 1811, is £9036 9s. 3d. in addition to £2371 Os. 8d. re- 
mitted for the purchase of Bibles and Testaments. 

When the Ladies began their important visits upon that extend- 
ed plan, and pursued them with that minuteness of detail, by 
which their labours have been characterized, it might have been 
expected that they would, in some degree, prejudice the funds 
derived from the Mechanics’ Associations ; whose members, find- 
ing their families called upon to provide themselves with the word 
of life might probably transfer their contributions to that chan- 
nel, through which the objects of their first solicitude would be 
most surely benefited. Some of the smaller streams by which 
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the resources of the institution are supplied would thus have qj, 
appeared, to mingle in the salutary course of that deeper, wide; 
river which is diffusing the fertility of religion through our ow) 
land. and pouring its welcome tribute into the great repository 
which rolls wave after wave, in glad succession, from the shores 
of Britain to the darkest and most distant habitations of man, cop 
necting the north and the south, the east and the west, in the har. 
monies of one common faith, and carrying to benighted nillions 
the treasures of that salvation which is the dearest boon a sinfy! 
world can receive. 

But where is the wisdom of the wise? Contrary to the common 
elements of calculation, the very agency which appeared likely 
to diminish, has, in fact and practice, augmented the funds of the 
Mechanic Associations. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments distributed within the 
year amounts to 5057 of the former, and 4256 of the latter, to- 
gether 9313; a total exceeding the aggregate of any three years 
since the formation of the society. 

The tota! number distributed, since the formation of the socie- 
ty in 1811, 1s 30,478. 

Unhappily, ignorance and error, pride and passion, corrupt re- 
ligion and gross idolatry, have established too wide a dominion 
on the earta, to allow the friends of the Bible rest or respite from 
their labours. While any part of our own land, any recess of the 
habitable world, any portion of our fellow-men remains unbles! 
by the possession, or insensible to the mercies of the Gospel, it 
is an urgent duty to correct the evil. There is yet gloom enough 
at home, which only the torch of Revelation can dissipate ; and 
in the deep shadows of the night of moral death abroad, a nigh’ 
so projound, that, as in Egypt, not a ray is visible, and no man 
stirreth out of the place where ignorance and idolatry have en- 
chained his soul, there is ample excitement for all who have th 
light of God in the happy Goshen of their own dwellings. 





THE LADIES’ BRANCH OF THE LIVERPOOL AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Second Annual Repart. 


Although the Liverroot Lapies’ Bisie Sooiery, like many 
other institutions which have arisen to bless mankind, was but 
small in its beginning, yet the committee hope, by the evidence 
to be adduced in their Second Annual. Report, to impart their 
conviction, that few of those benevolent plans adopted for pro- 
moting moral improvement in the present age have been more 
signally marked with the Divine favour. 

In the first Report,* the friends of this society were apprised 
of the formation of ten distinct associations in connexion with it 


* See Ch. Herald, Vol. V. p. 473. 
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upon the plan recommended by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ielve 
A meeting was held on the evening of the 28th April, which 
was favoured with the able assistance of two members of the Pa- 
rent Committee, and was attended by more than five hundred la- 
dies: so great was the accession of strength which the cause had 
eained in the short period of twelve months ; forming a striking 
~ontrast to the difficulty with which, at the commencement of the 
undertaking, the names of twenty-four ladies were obtained as a 
committee ! . 
Two public distributions of Bibles and Testaments were sub- 
sequently made at the same place on the 5th June and 27th Oc- 
tober. 
The interest excited by these proceedings throughout a dis- 
trict of twelve miles in extent has been highly useful in removing 
prejudices, and increasing the amount of Bible subscriptions.— 
At the second distribution, several Roman Catholics were among 
the number of those who, for the first time became possessed of 
the Holy Scriptures ; and the clergyman who presided bore his 
testimony to the improved moral conduct of his parishioners, and 
their more orderly attendance upon public worship, since the es- 
tablishment of the association. 
In the first nine months of the society’s existence, before the 
establishment of the associations, 206 Bibles and Testaments had 
been distributed ; in the last twelve months your committee have 
given out to the different associations, at the cost prices, 3,390 Bi- 
bles, and 1,044 ‘Testaments, together 5,334. Of this number 
3,272 have already been put into the hands of subscribers. In 
every instance they have been received with expressions of sa- 
isfaction, and often of lively gratitude. Such as have received 
them at half price, with an engagement to pay the whole, have 
completed the stipulated sum with strict fidelity. The number 
of subscribers for Bibles and Testaments has been 7,136 ; of free 
contributors, 3,564 ; making the total number of subscribers fiom 
the commencement 10,700. 
Not unfrequently those subscribers who at first appeared una- 
ble or unwilling to spare their penny weekly for the purchase of 
a Bible have cheerfully, after completing the payment, continued 
their subscriptions as {ree contributors, for the benefit of others. 
The poorer part of the population of the town having been the 
chief object of the society’s attention, and many of these being, 
beyond a doubt, unable to purchase any thing not immediatel 
administering to their temporal necessities, it might naturally be 
expected that it would have been found requisite to distribute a 
large number of copies gratuitously. Only 24 Bibles and 17 
Testaments, however, have been thus disposed of. These, with 
the exception of 10 to the Female Penitentiary, have been given 
only after minute enquiries into the circumstances of the indivi 
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duals receiving them ; and, unless the parties were about to leay, 
town, the grant has, in every instance, been preceded by the us 
of a loan Testament. 

That the wants of the destitute should have been satisfied }, 
so small a sacrifice may justly excite surprise ; this important ob. 


ject could have been achieved only by a plan so highly beneficia! 


in its consequences as to warrant your Committee to recommen 
its adoption as a valuable part of the system. In every instane 
wherein the collector has discovered a desire to read the sacred 
Scriptures, combined with an inability, arising from temporary 
causes, to subscribe for a copy, a Testament has been immediate. 
ly lent. About three hundred persons have been thus supplied; 
and nearly nine out of ten have been induced, by the perusal o; 
the Testaments, to purchase them at reduced prices. 

Your Committee are in possession oj a mass of evidence, show- 
ing the utility of the loan-fund in various ways; but it must be 
obvious, that to create in an individual a desire to obtain any 
thing valuable by means of his own industry, is rendering hima 
much greater service than to put him in possession of it withou: 
the demand of any sacrifice on his part, or proof of its being held 
in due estimation. A general gratuitous distribution would, i 
the opinion of the Committee, inevitably tend to justify a charg 
often advanced against Bible Societies, that the Scriptures ar 
withdrawn from circulation to form the stock in trade of pavn. 
brokers. Anxious to remove the occasion of such a reproac). 
your Committee have made repeated visits to the pawnbrokers | 
this town, and the result has been highly satisfactory. After eve. 
ry pains in their power to elicit the truth, only ore Bible has bee: 
discovered ; and although their vigilance may, from interested 
motives, have been, in some instances, eluded, your Committe: 
believe that these instances have been exceedingly rare. 

In one respect the labours of the collectors have frequently 
proved so beneficial as to make it desirable for your Committe: 
to state the circumstance. Often, upon a first visit to an abo 
of penury and wretchedness, has a collector been reminded, tha 
it.waS more becoming in her to give than to receive, and that 
raise a penny per week for any other article than food or rai. 
ment was wholly impossible; but when she has once succeeded 
in convincing such that she has sought only their welfare, and bes 
kindly directed them how to provide, by a prudent disposal 0! 
their income, for their own comfort and that of their families, no 
only has the weekly penny been easily spared for a Bible, but, ii. 
many instances, the collector has afterwards been requested to 
receive even a shilling a week in the summer, as a provision for 
the temporal wants which might be felt in the winter: thus the 
poor have been essentially served, by being taught to help them- 
selves. As the confidence in the ladies, on the part of the subscri- 
bers, has increased. so generally has this disposition been map: 
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‘ted, that the committees of several associations, whose dis- 
vricts were inhabited principally by the labouring classes, have 
deemed it expedient to form themselves info societies for sa- 
vings ; and in the Harrington Association alone, independently of 
money for Bibles, more than £220 have been deposited, in small 
-yms. for blankets, coals, and the Savings Bank. 

it may not be improper to mention, as an obstacle to the suc- 
sess of all attempts to excite general attention to the Scriptures, 
‘he demoralizing influence of alehouses and spirit-shaps. ‘The 
Report from St. James’s Association, which embraces a popula- 
jon of 15,000 souls, numbers 142 alehouses and spirit-shops, 
without the influence of a single place of worship, and only two 
small Sunday Schools to counteract them. Your Committee 
ihink it unnecessary to say any thing more upon this subject than 
simply to state the fact, that in several streets every fifth, in some 
every fourth, and even every third house has been found occupied 
as a public-house or spirit-shop. Though itis not in the power 
of your Committee to remedy this evil, they may be permitted to 
deplore it, and to indulge a hope, that in some of the benevolent 
efforts which are now making to better the condition of the poor, 
t will not be overlooked. 

Your Committee cannot avoid also expressing their anxious de- 
sire, that the heads of families would encourage their servants to 
supply themselves with Bibles. This useful class of society has, 
in many instances, shown a great readiness to subscribe, and b 
many of their employers they have been most laudably encoura- 
ved; by others, however, your Committee regret to say, they 
have been checked. 

Nor can the Committee omit the opportunity thus afforded them 
{assuring those whom they invite to assist them, that they may 
anticipate with confidence an ample recompense in the work it- 
self. This they feel warranted to say from their experience du- 
ring the past year, in which 20,800 visits have been made, and 
have been attended, by the blessing of God, with the happiest re- 
sults, not only in the families of the poor, but amongst the collec- 
tors themselves. The purest friendships have been formed, and 
trifling pursuits abandoned for nobler objects. If they have, as 
insome few instances, whilst collecting, met with insult, it has 
‘ended more forcibly to demonstrate to them the necessity and 
importance of their efforts; but they have much more frequently 
received the warmest returns of gratitude, and witnessed the most 
salutary effects produced in the character and conduct of the ob- 
jects of their regard. 

Though the operations of your society, like the mechanism of 
a watch, have been concealed from view, their influence has ex- 
tended through the circle of the associations, and their beneficial 
eflects have been pointed out by the Branch Committee, as the 
Sours by the fingers on the dial: the eve of the most indifferen: 
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will be struck with the pleasing results, while the more aitentiy, 
observer will perceive the adaptation of the variots Parts to the 
perfection of the whole, and, thereby discerning the * Signs of the 
times,”’ will give the praise to that divine Artificer, whose saat 
dense directs and regulates all our movements. 


Extracts from the Appendix. 


Susan G., a poor but respectable widow, applicd some time 
since to one of your committee for instruction in reading, She 
had subscribed for a large Testament, but could not read well 
enough to understand it. The latter, indeed, seemed to be her 
primary object. Her advanced age obliged her to pause ; and as 
her teacher avoided comments, Susan would frequently make re- 
marks, which evinced her deep interest in the sacred truths she 
read. With peculiar modesty, whilst leaning back in her chair, 
she would say, “I never thought so much of the love of God be. 
fore, ma’am: it is yet too high tor me, but the more I kuow, the 
more | love Him for it. My son, who died at sea, used to say, 
that the poor were not cared for in other countries as they are in 
this; but only think, ma’am of my living so long in it, without 
ever ‘thinking of a Bible for my children : ‘and if I did not care for 
iIny own, W hat can poor heathen do?” . Her progress has been so 
rapid, that a large Bible and Prayerbook are now added to her 
treasure. Not possessing the needful funds for the former, she 
applied to her teacher to take a note of security for her bed and 
other furniture at her death, and let her have a Bible. Her beau: 
tifully clean cellar is now appropriated to the weekly instruction 
of a dozen little children in those sacred oracles in which she ¢ 
lights, and their hard words are anticipated in her Sunday lessons. 
She frequently inquires after the success of the Ladies’ Bible So- 
ciety, and referring to the 29th chapter of Isaiah, 18th and 19th 
verses, which greatly interested her, says, “ that day is now, 
ma’am, is it not? for all the poor are having Bibles.” 

About two years ago, Mary M., an Irishwoman, fifty years of 
of age, applied to one of your committee to be taught to read. Ii 
ever poverty were personified, it was in Mary. Being almost 
blind, she thankfully received a pair of spectacles, being certain 
that with these helps to read she should soon become a scholar. 
In consequence of a fall received some months before, she was 
lame, a unable to earn a shilling. The idea of setting a suich 
into her ragged dirty garments had never entered her head. Gra- 
titude for instruction soon, however, induced a change. Mary's 
natural shrewdness, and close application soon enabled her to 
read the Testament. One very snowy day, with aa animated 
countenance, she entered the school-room on her crutches, and 
immediately, as her custom was, laid her shoes on the top of the 
fire to dry. When told that she had better not have come so far 
through the snow while so ill, “‘ Aye,” said she, “so the neigh 
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hours said; and all along by the brickfield they were at the cel- 
jar-heads laughing at me ; but I shows ’em the nice Testament, 
and tells °em they’d have more rason to laugh if they could read 
i itlike me.”? Mary was afterwards absent for some weeks, and 
her little girl came to the school with “Mrs. M—’s compliments to 
Lady , and she had been six weeks in the Infirmary, but was 
getting on finely with her Testament.” Che teacher called short- 
ty afterwards at her house to ask if she were better; her husband 
canc to the door, and the little girl at the same moment returned 
from the Infirmary. ‘* How is your mother?’ ‘A deal better,” 
said the child, “* she hopes to be out soon.” ‘* What does she do 
in the ‘nfirmary ?” © O, nothing at all but read inthe Testament 
to herself and the other women, she has read it all through.”’°— 
«“ Thats what she did afore ever she went,” said her husband. 
«“ She was fond of it then, I suppose, did it do her good, think ye 2?” 
“Good!” said he, ‘faye, nothing pleased her afore ; she was 
crumbling all day; but since she got to reading the Testament, 
she has been quite content and happy.” A few weeks ago, Mary 
returned from the Infirmary, and has since attended the school com- 
aratively neat and clean, and very thankful. The Testament 
which had been lent for eighteen months, and which, to use her 
own expressions, she had “read twice through, and all up and 
down,” had not a soiled leaf in it when with regret she took out of 
it her marriage and other certificates, to exchange it for a large 
Bible given her by the Branch Committee. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Tue following testimony to the excellence and utility of the 
Sunday-school system is perfectly just. We insert it for the en- 
couragement of our readers who are laudably engaged in the sup- 
port of those valuable seminaries. 

As the daily school is held on six days of the week, and the 
Sunday-school only on one day, it may be thouzht by casual ob- 
servers, that the good likely to result from the former will bear to 
the other the proportion of six toone. Matter of fact, however, 
contradicts this supposition. The voluntary diligence of children 
attending sabbath-schools, the eagerness with which they receive 
instruction, and their solid improvement, generally equal any 
thing which the records of common day-schools can produce. In« 
deed the Sunday-school system possesses many advantages which 
are peculiarly its own. The affection of the learner, engaged by 
the parental kindness which is displayed in every act of his bene- 
volent and disinterested instructor, puts every faculty of his mind 
inmotion. He regards his book with pleasure, for it is a medium 
of communication with his affectionate friend. He looks forward 
through the week with anxiety to the ume in which he shall again 
attend the school, and, during his intervals of leisure, is busied 
‘n preparing his task for the sabbath. Thus the Sunday-school 
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exhibits the result of the voluntary labours of the week, and t)yy. 
the child often outstrips the daily scholar, whose affection is not s, 
frequently called forth towards his teacher and his business. T)y 
sacred day, too, on wnich the school is held, and the sacred book 
which forms the basis of the instruction given, impart to the Sup. 
day-school a religious character. ‘There is.a multitude of jn 
stances in which, through the divine blessing, the child has Jeary: 
to ‘call the sabbath a delight, holy of the Lord, honourable,’ 
Like Timothy, he is taught to love the holy scriptures, and to 
model his character and conduct in conformity with its doctrines 
and precepts. The glow of affection which was first elicited by 
his kind teacher, is now directed to Him from whom cometh ‘ eye- 
ry good and every perfect gift.? The teacher, also, in his anxie. 
ty to make religious impressions on his pupil’s mind, has somr- 
times caught the holy flame which he desired to communicate, 
and in the Sunday-school has first felt the vital influence of -truo 
religion. 


DOMESTIC. 
AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
Report of the Prudential Committee. 
(Continued from p. 509.) 
PALESTINE.* 

As this Mission is intended for the same great quarter of the 
globe, in which the two already reported are established, it seem- 
ed proper to introdnce it in immediate connexion with them 
though in chronological order this is not its place. 

If the countries of Southern Asia are highly interesting to 
ehristian benevolence, and have strong claims upon christian 
commiseration, on account of the hundreds of millions of human 
beings immersed in the deepest corruption and wretchedness ; th 
countries of Western Asia, though less populous, are in other re- 
spects not less interesting; nor do they present less powerlu! 
elaims. These were the scenes of those great transactions and 
events, which involved the destinies of mankind of all ages and 
all nations, for time and eternity; the creation of the progeni- 
tors of our race—the beginnings of the sciences and arts, and 0! 
civil and political institutions—the fatal transgression, whicii 
‘* brought death into the world and all our wo’’—the successi\' 
revelations of Heaven, with all their attestations, their light au 
their blessings—the incarnation, labours, and agonies of the So! 
of God, for the recovery of that which was lost-—and the first ex 
hibition of that mighty and gracious power, which is to bow the 
world to his sceptre, and fill the mansions of immortality with hi 
people. They have since been the scenes of direfu!l change: 


* See Ch. Herald, No. Bb, page 476 
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and the monuments of all their glory have long lain buried in dis- 
mal ruins. But-the word of Jehovah abideth forever; and that 
word gives promise of other changes there ; changes to be follow- 
ed by a radiance of glory, which shall enlighten all lands. 

In Palestine, Syria, the Provinces of Asia Minor, Armenia 
Georgia and Persia, though Mahommedan countries, there are 
many thousands of Jews, and many thousands of Christians, at 
least in name. But the whole mingled population is in a state of 
deplorable ignorance and degradation,—destitute of the means of 
divine knowledge, and bewildered with vain imaginations and 
strong delusions. 

It is to be hoped, however, that among the Christians there, of 
various denominations, some might be found who are alive in 
Christ Jesus ; and who, were proper means employed for their 
excitement, improvement and help, might be roused from their 
slumbers, become active in doing good, and shine as lights in 
those darkened regions. It is indeed to be hoped, that no small 
part of those, who bear the christian name, would willingly and 
gladly receive the Bible into their houses, and do something to- 
wards imparting the heavenly treasure, as opportunities should be 
aflorded, to the Jews, Mahommedans and Pagans ; and, dispersed 
as they are, among the different nations, they might do much; 
itleast might afford many and important facilities and advanta- 
ces for carrying into effect the expanding desires of benevolence. 

To the Jews, we and all Christians are indebted, under Divine 
Providence, for the Oracles of God, and all the blessings by 
which we are distinguished from heathen nations. Long have 
they been an awful monument to the world of the sovereignty of 
God, under the tremendous curse so terribly imprecated, when 
the blood of the Lord of life and glory was demanded. But their 
dereliction is not to be perpetual. They are beloved for the Fa- 
thers’ sakes ; and there shall come a Deliverer out of Zion and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 

It is not to be forgotten, however, that it is through our MeERcy— 
by means of the benevolent prayers, and sacrifices, and labours 
of Christians for their restoration—that they are to obtain mercy. 
And the time seems to have arrived for this mercy to be display- 
ed, and for these means to be employed, in a manner and with an 
earnestness, suitable to the momentous object. ‘The dispositions 
recently manifested by the Jews extensively, and the success 
which has attended the late attempts, which have been made for 
gaining their attention to christianity, together with the more 
sia movements and aspects of the age—are indications not ta 
be disregarded. 

By these, and other kindred considerations, your committee 
have long had their mind and heart drawn towards Western Asia, 
and particularly towards the Land of ancient Promise, and of pre- 


sent hope. The lights afforded them, for surveying the field, have 
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not been neglected ; the circumstances favourable and unfayoyy. 
able to the contemplated enterprise have been attentively cons) 
dered ; and ten months ago the resolution was taken to send a Mis. 
sion to PALESTINE, as soon as the requisite preparation could cop. 
veniently be made. 

The Rev. Levi Parsons and the Rev. Piiny Fisk have bee; 
designated for this mission. For several months after their desig. 
nation, they were employed as agents of the Board in differe;: 
parts of the Union; and being known as missionaries, under ap- 
pointment for Jerusalem, they excited, in the christian community 
extensively, a lively interest, which has been marked with distiy. 
guished liberality. Lately they have been engaged in particula 
preparations for the mission, in the expectation of embarking fo: 
the Levant before winter. 

The design is, that they shall go first to Smyrna; and there 
main for a longer or shorter time, as circumstances shall rende, 
advisable, for the purpose of acquiring more perfectly the requi- 
site languages, and obtaining such information, of various kinds, 
as will be of importance in their subsequent course. Thence. 
they are to proceed to Palestine, and there fix their station at Je- 
rusalem, if found practicable and eligible; if not, at such othe: 
place, within or without the limits of Judea, as Providence sha! 
indicate. 

This whole Board will unite with their Committee, in commend 
ing this mission most fervently to the grace of God. 

Cherokees.*—The school of this mission has been gradually 
increasing; and, at the end of July, consisted of cighty-three 
children ;—fifty males, and thirty-three females. Their residenc: 
at the mission house appears to have been more constant, thar 
during the preceding year; their behaviour not less satisfactory, 
nor their progress in learning less encouraging. 

Some who were taken from the school, and little expected there 
again, have been returned. Among these are Catharine Brown, 
and a boy, who had been named Jeremiah Evarts. 

In November, the father of Catharine, having resolved to m- 
grate to the Arkansaw, and not to be overcome by intreaties and 
tears, firmly required her to leave the school for the purpose oi 
coing with the family. Though to her, as she said, “ it was more 
bitter than death,” yet she dutifully obeyed, and went home to 
her father’s house. There, as the migration was deferred, she 
remained about four months ; and then to the great joy of hersel!, 
and of the mission family, her father brought her back. 

For reasons, which are too obvious to need particular state- 
ment, since the number of children has become so great, it ha: 
been deemed advisable to separate the females from the males. 
and to assign to them a house and school by themselves. A¢ 


* See Christian Herajd, Vol. VI. p. 308 
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ordingly, a temporary building has been provided for them, un- 
‘i] a better house, soon to be erected, shall be finished, and a se- 
arate school for them has been established. 

Besides attending every day, during the appointed hours, to 
‘heir studies in the schools, the pupils, male and female, have 
constantly their regular hours and allotments of labour, and of 
various exercises and attentions for their general improvement ; 
and, in all, they acquit themselves ina manner highly satisfactory. 
Besides the interesting female, who has become so well known ta 
this board and to the Christian community, other individuals are 
distinguished, and some of them scarcely less than Catharine, for 
their amiable dispositions, their excellent faculties, their rapid 
progress, and their praise-worthy deportment. Altogether, they 
are a lovely band of youth and children, whom the committee, 
with heart-felt interest and pleasure, can commend to the affec- 
tions, the charities, the prayers and benedictions of this board and 
of the Christian public, as having strong claims to kind and li- 
beral patronage, and affording high promise of usefulness among 
their own people. 

At the mission-house, the preaching of the Gospel, the admi- 
nistration of Christian ordinances, and various exercises and 
means for religious instruction and improvement, appear to have 
been continued: with life and regularity, and with encouraging 
SUCCESS. 

Upon the little church, planted in that wilderness, the Spirit of 
clory and of God still evidently rests. ) 
~ In June, an aged Cherokee woman, was admitted to full com- 
munion; and two female members of the school, one aged 16, 
and the other 15, were examined and received as candidates for 
baptism. 

Ina joint letter, the brethren sav; “ All, who have been ad- 
mitted to church privileges, give increasing evidence that their 
hopes are well founded.” 

The expenses of our Cherokee establishment have not been 
light. A great part, indeed, of the expenses for buildings and 
for farming and other utensils, has been reimbursed by the go- 
vernment. Butto supply provisions for the mission family, con- 
sisting of four missionaries, with their wives and children, and 
eighty children of the natives, beside hired iabourers, cannot 
cost little ; and the contingencies of such an establishment must 
unavoidably be considerable. 

The produce of the farm the last year, owing partly to the 
dryness of the season, and partly to the depredations of unruly 
and wild animals, was less than had been anticipated, aad was 
consumed in a few months. And, owing to various causcs, some 
of them transient, and others permanent, great difficulties, and 
some heavy disappointments, have been experienced, in obtain- 
ing supplies from the white settlements in Tennessee, the nearest 
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in which contracts for supplies have been made, being 60 or a6 
miles distant from Brainerd. A single disappointment the |,s; 
winter, in the failure of a contract for corn, occasioned partly by 
the state of the river, was a detriment to the mission of seyera| 
hundred dollars. : 

Your committee have from the first regarded the cultivation of 
the farm, as an object of high importance. It is important for the 
purpose of exercising the native boys of the institution in agri. 
cultural labours; and of showing to them and to the nation » 
sample of a farm under good husbandry, and yielding its pro- 
ducts in variety and plenty. And it is important for the purpose 
of supplying, in the surest and cheapest manner, the principal 
provisions for the maintenance of the establishment. This las: 
consideration has been urged upon our attention by the facts and 
circumstances, just referred to. 

It became, therefore, an object of earnest desire to obtain a 
man of suitable qualifications, for the skilful and vigorous ma- 
nagement of a farm, intended to be enlarged to an ample extent. 
And it would not fail to be regarded as a particular favour in Pro. 
vidence, that just as the exigence came to be deeply felt, the de. 
sire was answered. 

About four months ago, Mr. Abijah Conger of Rockaway, N. 
J. made a sacred offer of himself for the service. In his letter, 
making the offer, he says, ‘‘ My wife isa native of Bridgehamp- 
ton, Long Island. We were married in the year 1803; and be. 
gun to keep house in the spring of 1804, with nothing but our 
hands. God has prospered us greatly in the good things of this 
world ; and | hope we both have a treasure laid up in heaven {o1 
us. Ihave a large property here: and had any body told me, 
two years ago, that | would leave it, and go into the wilderness, | 
should have thought them beside themselves ; as some of my 
neighbours and friends now do me. But while reading last win- 
ter of the difficulty the establishment had, to get mechanics, &c. 
the thought struck me, that I ought to go to their assistance. | 
tried every way to get it out of my mind, but to no purpose, ti! 
my sleep left me. | then made my wife acquainted with it; and 
she said, ‘Go, and I will go with you.’—I have concluded to ofle: 
myself to the board, to go to Brainerd, and act in the sphere, 
which the board shall think me most capable to fill—provided it 's 
for the furtherance of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. My business {01 
fifteen years back has been to manage a large family, consisting 
of fifteen to more than twenty persons—most of them grown per- 
sons ; besides several families living on my land, that came di: 


rectly under my care.—My own family consists of seven persons, | 


myselfand wife, and five children, two boys and three girls ; all 
remarkably hea!thy, and well educated according to their age, th’ 
oklest fourteen, the youngest two years old—all 

try when ont of school.” 


trained to indus: 
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Mr. Conger is himself about 36 years old—a Christian of good 
report ; by trade a carpenter, but accustomed to turn his hand to 
various kinds of business, as carpentry, cabinet-making, cooper- 
ing, blacksmithing, and farming ; all which he has had upon a 
large scale under his direction. * He has been,” says his. mi- 
nister, the Rev. Mr. King, “ for ten years past one of the most 
industrious, and persevering, men in the business of the world, 
that lever knew.”? For six years in his youth, he was a school- 
master; and for the two last years has been a principal teacher in 
a Sabbath school. 

When the determination of Mr. Conger came to be known, 
others of kindred spirit connected with him in business, and some 
of them by family alliance, and whose minds had for some time 
before been employed on the subject, came to a similar resolution. 
Messrs. John Vail, a farmer, John Talmage, a blacksmith, and 
John Mott, a carpenter; but all of them more or less, like Mr. 
Conger, accustomed to different kinds of business, offered them- 
selves, with very satisfactory recommendations ; and were accord- 
ingly accepted for the service. Mr. Vail has a family of five 
children; Mr. Talmage and Mr. Mott are young men recently 
married. 

These four devoted men, have given themselves to the service 
on the same principle with the missionaries and assistants now at 
the stations, as an engagement for life ; consecrating themselves, 
iheir faculties, and their earnings, to the sacred and benevolent 
objectof christianizing and civilizing the Aborigines ; and expect- 
ingno earthly compensation but a comfortable maintenance. Their 
children, when they come of age, are of course to be held as free 
inregard to any engagement for the service, as any other persons. 

The establishment at Brainerd is regarded by your committee 
as a primary institution. to serve as a centre of operations for 
evangelizing and civilizing the Cherokee nation ;—to be enlarg- 
ed and advanced, as means shall be afforded, and as shall be 
found to be advisable ; and to have branches connected with it, 
in the form of local schools, in different parts of the Cherokee 
country. 

For one school of this kind, a place has been selected, and 
preparations are now in forwardness. It will be 50 or 60 miles 
southeasterly from Brainerd, and under the immediate care of 
Mr. Hall, one of the first assistants of the mission. 

This board have been apprised, that it was the intention of 
the U. S. government, to procure an extended exchange of lands, 
and to remove the Cherokees and other Indian nations and tribes, 
residing on this side the Mississippi, over into the wilderness of 
the Arkansaw, and of the Missouri. The Cherokees, being ur- 
gently pressed with proposals, in pursuance of this intention, 
were in great consternation and distress; and a delegation of 
twelge of their principal men, with the well known and excellent 
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chief, Charles R. Hicks, at the head, were appointed by the coy, 
cilof the nation, to goto the city of Washington on the subject 
Communications, _relating to the business, were made to i 
committee ; and a desire was signified, that one of the committer 
or an agent of the board, might be present with the delegation 
The committee could not but feel, that it was a crisis of uy) 
moment; and the corresponding secretary was deputed to Wash. 
ington. Accordingly, about the middle of February, he met th 
Cherokee delegation there. 

A principal argument, employed on the part of the Cherokees. 
was ;—That their removal from their country, where they had 
begun to cultivate the land, and made considerable advances iy 
civilizing arts; and where a system of instruction for their gene. 
ral improvement had commenced with the fairest prospects o) 
success ;—into a boundless wilderness, where every thing would 
invite and impel them to rever* to the hunting, and wandering ani 
savage life,—would frustrate the desires of the better part of the 
nation, and destroy the hopes of their benevolent friends ; and, 
in effect, doom them to extermination. That the desire for ciyi. 
lization had become prevalent among them ; and their capability 
of improvement, and of being elevated to the rank and to the 
enjoyment of civilized people, had been decisively evinced by 
the success which had attended the attempts for their instruction. 
The argument appears to have had weight with the government: 
and the delegation, instead of finding themselves obliged, as their 
fears had led them to anticipate, to sign a virtual surrender o/ 
their country, had the high satisfaction to put their signatures to 
a treaty of a very different kind. 

The treaty, after a cession of lands by the Cherokees, in con- 
sideration of a portion of the nation having migrated to the Ar- 
kansaw, and had lands assigned to them there, secures to them 
the remainder of their country in perpetuity. And of the ceded 
lands, an appropriation is made of about a hundred thousand 
acres, for a perpetual school fund, to be applied, under the di- 
fection of the President of the United States, to the instructio 
of the Cherokees on this side of the Mississippi. 

This, the committee are persuaded, will be reg:rded by the 
board, and by all, who wish well to the American aborigines, a: 
a signally auspicious event. It is auspicious, as it shows on the 
part of the government, not only a favourable disposition to- 
wards the Indians, but also a conviction that they can be, anc 
must be, civilized ; and a settled and generous purpose to palto- 
nize and aid the benevolent work. It is auspicious, as it provide: 
funds which eventually will not be small, for promoting the de- 
sign. And it is auspicious in the influence which it has, an: 
which it will have, upon the Cherokees and other Indian nations. 
and upon the American community. It marks, indeed, a yew ané 
propitious era. 





Sixth Ward Bible Association. 543 


Your committee have no ordinary satisfaction in recording this 
visit, in which the dignified condescension, the generous philan- 
thropy; and the paternal character of the I resident of the United 
States, appear in So amiable and interesting a light. It has ex- 
cited, and will excite, most grateful feclings, not only in this 
board, but in this Christian community extensively. 

Hitherto the Lord has continued to smile on this favoured mis- 
sion. Its prosperity has been great: and its prospects are cheer- 
ing. Every encouragement is aflorded to prosecute the design, 
with humble and grateful reliance on that Almighty aid, which has 
heen so graciously granted. 


(To be concluded in oww next.) 


SIXTH WARD BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 
Auxiliary to the “ New-York Bible Society.” 


It is some time since we received the first Annual Report of this Associs 
ation, with a request-to publish it in the Christian Herald, and regret 
that we have not been able to insert it sooner. It will afford us pleasure 
to notice the proceedings of similar institutions in this city and else- 
where, if they will favour us with their Reports.—The Report states— 


That the Managers have divided the ward into 15 districts, 
and assigned to each district two of their number— 

That in the course of the last year, the Managers of eleven 
districts have made their reports, from which it appears that 
£87 50 has been collected— 

That the Treasurer has paid to the Treasurer of the New-York 
Bible Society the sum of $44; and twenty-five copies of the 
holy Scriptures have been received from said Society, nineteen 
copies of which have been distributed in this ward, and appli- 
cation has been made for eleven copies more. 

The Managers regret exceedingly, that some of the members 
of their board have been very negligent in attending their monthly 
meetings, and have been very reniiss in going through their re- 
spective districts, in order to obtain subscriptions; several, it is 
believed, have made no exertions atall. The Board of Managers 
therefore are not able to make so favourable a report as they 
wish. However, as the laudable business of circulating the in- 
estimable treasure of God’s holy word, has been promptly com- 
menced in the sixth ward, and since the board is well convinced 
of the utility of distributing among the poor the oracles of the 
living God, and are unwilling to be behind their brethren in the 
other wards of this city, in so meritorious an employment, 
they beg leave to suggest to the Association, the appointment of 
such officers and managers for the ensuing year, as may be found 
‘aithful and diligent in this labour of love, as nothing can be more 
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useful and salutary to the souls of men, than an acquaintan 
with the doctrines and precepts of the Gospel, and since nothing 
can more rejoice the hearts of the pious than the consideratio, 
that they have been instrumental in turning sinners from the error: 
of their ways. The Board of Managers do hope that the laud. 
able work in which the Association has engaged, will be carried 
on with increased zeal, and that we shall have abundant cause ty 
bless the Lord for smiling upon our exertions in the cause in 
which we are engaged. 

ARCHIBALD MACLAY, President, 

ISAAC LABAGH, Secretary. 

New-York, Nov. 10, 1819. 
id 


Wittram W. Wootsey, Esq. Treasurer of the American Bible Society acknow- 
ledges the receipt of $2639 90 donations, &c. to that Institution in the month of De 
cember, 1819.——3436 Bibles and 2413 Testaments have been issued from the De~ 
pesitory during the last month. 


From the (London) Baptist Magazine. 
PRAYER. 


Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Utter’d, or unexpress’d ; 

The motion of a hidden fire, 
That trembles in the breast. 


Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear ; | 

The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try ; 

Prayer, the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 

The watch-word at the gates of death ;~ 
He enters heav’n with prayer. 


Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
The turning from his ways ; 

While angels in their songs rejoice, 
And cry, “ Behold! he prays !” 

In Prayer, on earth the saints are one ; 
‘They’re one in word and mind ; 

When with the Father and the Son, 
Sweet fellowship they find. 

O Thou, by whom we come to God, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way, 

The path of Prayer thyself hast trod ; 


Lord teach us how to pray! 





